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Mona Kim Debuts Moowon Site to Draw
Attention to Dying Craftsmanship

By Rosemary Feitelberg

Horsemen from The Great Rann of Kutch, the "White Desert."

A-A A+ PRINT

Courtesy Photo

LATEST DIGITAL ARTICLES Partially looking to reclaim her days as a
— world-class traveler and more importantly
BFC’ Decoded Fashion to try to help preserve dying artistic
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Name Fashion Futures
Awards Nominees

started Moowon, an online magazine
and e-commerce site. After quietly
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garnering attention through word-of-
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try to unearth as many obscure stories as
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possible, she said during a phone interview
from her Paris office.

Kim said she will continue to develop
concept work for such fashion brands as
Uniqlo and cultural institutions like
Brazil’s Museum of Tomorrow — her main
occupation for more than 20 years. Last fall after visiting friends in the U.S. who are
knee-deep in entrepreneurial pursuits, Kim said she was inspired to figure out a side
project. Planning to archive the stories featured on Moowon, she hopes the site will
attract a community of expats, world travelers, curious individuals and image makers.

http://wwd.com/media-news/digital/mona-kim-moowon-craftsmanship-10128889/#

MARKETING

Mona Kim Debuts Moowon Site to Draw Attention to Dying Craftsmanship |

Welcome MONA
CLASSIFIEDS ACCOUNT LOG OUT

Sign up for

FREE NEWSLETTERS > WWD

LATEST ISSUE VIEW DOWNLOAD

RETAIL MECCAS: MILAN'S GALLERIA VITTORIO
EMANUELE 11
MORE

Afamily of devices
thatcaresfor your skin.

LATESTMEDIA ARTICLES

MEMO PAD
Time Inc. Shrinks
Books Division

DIGITAL

BFC, Decoded Fashion Name Fashion
Futures Awards Nominees

MEDIA FEATURES

Fashion Industry Figures Rank on Fast
Company’s Creative List

FILM AND TV
Bailey Noble and Emily Mest Feature in
Tarina Tarantino’s New Fashion Film

Y - WEARING py

1/4


https://plus.google.com/+wwd
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=Bps5mPpZVVe3mKYipbP2HgCDRk8GXCAAAABABIJmNrio4AFi5r8bhpQFg-_n8gogKsgEHd3dkLmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBA9oBSWh0dHA6Ly93d2QuY29tL21lZGlhLW5ld3MvZGlnaXRhbC9tb25hLWtpbS1tb293b24tY3JhZnRzbWFuc2hpcC0xMDEyODg4OS-YAqCcAcACAuACAOoCGDM3ODIvd3dkLmRhcnQvbWVkaWEtbmV3c_gCgdIekAPIBpgD4AOoAwHIA5kE4AQBkAYBoAYU2AcB&num=0&cid=5Givkw&sig=AOD64_3fM3PlTr-zv5c7RXJAH8KZTVEOrg&client=ca-pub-3443721198679135&adurl=http://www.pulsaderm.com/&nm=1
http://wwd.com/media-news/digital/mona-kim-moowon-craftsmanship-10128889/#comment-2024851540
http://wwd.com/media-news/
mailto: ?subject=Mona%20Kim%20Debuts%20Moowon%20Site%20to%20Draw%20Attention%20to%20Dying%C2%A0Craftsmanship&body=Mona%20Kim%20Debuts%20Moowon%20Site%20to%20Draw%20Attention%20to%20Dying%C2%A0Craftsmanship%0D%0Ahttp://wwd.com/media-news/digital/mona-kim-moowon-craftsmanship-10128889/
https://help.disqus.com/customer/portal/articles/1657951?utm_source=disqus&utm_medium=embed-footer&utm_content=privacy-btn
http://wwd.com/account/logout?returnto=/
http://wwd.com/
http://wwd.com/media-news/film-tv/
https://disqus.com/by/moowonstories/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=B1GxHP5ZVVaqkEs31bL6CgdADmfTl_AcAAAAQASCZja4qOABYuYmiy6IBYPv5_IKICrIBB3d3ZC5jb226AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQLaAUlodHRwOi8vd3dkLmNvbS9tZWRpYS1uZXdzL2RpZ2l0YWwvbW9uYS1raW0tbW9vd29uLWNyYWZ0c21hbnNoaXAtMTAxMjg4ODkvwAIC4AIA6gIdMzc4Mi9XV0RfQ00vZm9vdGVyL21lZGlhLW5ld3P4AoHSHpADyAaYA-ADqAMByAOZBNAEkE7gBAGQBgGgBhTYBwE&num=0&cid=5Gj1YA&sig=AOD64_2ZX6TGSt0RGERbzATSo4RYHqhL4Q&client=ca-pub-3443721198679135&adurl=http://www.wwd.com/newsletters
http://wwd.com/media-news/media-features/fast-company-names-fashion-industry-figures-to-creative-list-10128024/
http://wwd.com/media-news/digital/mona-kim-moowon-craftsmanship-10128889/#comment-2024773943
https://vimeo.com/moowon
http://wwd.com/retail-news/digital/stylelend-peer-to-peer-rentals-mobile-app-10124306/
http://wwd.com/media-news/digital/fashion-futures-awards-nominees-bfc-10128246/
http://wwd.com/media-news/digital/mona-kim-moowon-craftsmanship-10128889/#comment-2024773943
http://fashioncareers.market.adicio.com/
https://vimeo.com/moowon
http://wwd.com/media-news/digital/mona-kim-moowon-craftsmanship-10128889/#comment-2024685939
http://wwd.com/media-news/film-tv/
http://wwd.com/media-news/fashion-memopad/
http://wwd.com/media-news/film-tv/bloomberg-tv-programming-10126906/
https://disqus.com/by/moowonstories/
https://twitter.com/wwd
http://wwd.com/media-news/advertising/
http://wwd.com/media-news/digital/
http://wwd.com/wwd-masthead/rosemary-feitelberg/
http://wwd.com/media-news/digital/mona-kim-moowon-craftsmanship-10128889/#comment-2024685939
https://vimeo.com/moowon
http://wwd.com/media-news/digital/karolina-kurkova-flips-through-the-met-gala-10123858/
http://wwd.com/media-news/digital/mona-kim-moowon-craftsmanship-10128889/slideshow/
http://wwd.com/wwdcareers/
http://wwd.com/media-news/fashion-memopad/
https://disqus.com/by/migswd/
https://disqus.com/home/inbox/
http://wwd.com/retail-news/digital/stylelend-peer-to-peer-rentals-mobile-app-10124306/
https://vimeo.com/125575458
http://wwd.com/media-news/fashion-memopad/stylecaster-editor-in-chief-jessica-teves-10126873/
http://wwd.com/media-news/media-features/
http://wwd.com/wwd-publications/wwd/2015-05-13-10127981/
http://wwd.com/
https://disqus.com/by/moowonstories/
http://wwd.com/media-news/film-tv/bailey-noble-emily-tarina-tarantino-fashion-film-10125189/
http://www.pinterest.com/wwd/
http://moowon.com/
http://wwd.com/media-news/digital/mona-kim-moowon-craftsmanship-10128889/#comment-2024853319
http://wwd.com/media-news/digital/fashion-futures-awards-nominees-bfc-10128246/
http://wwd.com/media-news/publishing/
http://wwd.com/media-news/digital/mona-kim-moowon-craftsmanship-10128889/#comment-2024685939
http://wwd.com/wwd-masthead/rosemary-feitelberg/
http://wwd.com/media-news/fashion-memopad/time-inc-shrinks-books-division-10129644/
https://disqus.com/by/moowonstories/
http://wwd.com/news/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/women%27s-wear-daily
https://disqus.com/
https://disqus.com/home/forums/wwd/
http://wwd.com/news/
http://wwd.com/media-news/fashion-memopad/
http://wwd.com/media-news/digital/mona-kim-moowon-craftsmanship-10128889/#comment-2024851540
https://disqus.com/by/moowonstories/
http://wwd.com/media-news/advertising/
http://wwd.com/media-news/marketing/
https://vimeo.com/125575458
http://wwd.com/media-news/marketing/
http://wwd.com/media-news/digital/mona-kim-moowon-craftsmanship-10128889/slideshow/
http://wwd.com/media-news/digital/mona-kim-moowon-craftsmanship-10128889/#comment-2024773943
http://wwd.com/media-news/fashion-memopad/
http://wwd.com/media-news/fashion-memopad/lagardere-sales-rise-3-in-q1-10127326/
https://instagram.com/wwd/
https://w1.buysub.com/servlet/CSGateway?cds_mag_code=WW3
https://www.facebook.com/wwd
http://wwd.com/media-news/media-features/
http://wwd.tumblr.com/
http://moowon.com/
https://disqus.com/websites/?utm_source=wwd&utm_medium=Disqus-Footer
http://wwd.com/media-news/digital/karolina-kurkova-flips-through-the-met-gala-10123858/
http://wwd.com/wwd-publications/wwd/2015-04-16-10112278/
http://wwd.com/media-news
https://disqus.com/by/moowonstories/
http://wwd.com/media-news/digital/mona-kim-moowon-craftsmanship-10128889/slideshow/
http://wwd.com/media-news/print/
http://wwd.com/media-news/digital/mona-kim-moowon-craftsmanship-10128889/print-preview/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=Bee1iP5ZVVfDdCIK9bpD3gSi5x5KLCAAAABABIJmNrio4AFih8dzApAFg-_n8gogKsgEHd3dkLmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBAtoBSWh0dHA6Ly93d2QuY29tL21lZGlhLW5ld3MvZGlnaXRhbC9tb25hLWtpbS1tb293b24tY3JhZnRzbWFuc2hpcC0xMDEyODg4OS-YAr6rAcACAuACAOoCGDM3ODIvd3dkLmRhcnQvbWVkaWEtbmV3c_gCgdIekAPIBpgD4AOoAwHIA5kE4AQBkAYBoAYU2AcB&num=0&cid=5GhQ3g&sig=AOD64_2ljoMMw-t8DmI61R4zQX0qmVyFfw&client=ca-pub-3443721198679135&adurl=http://www.milbergfactors.com/
http://wwd.com/media-news/digital/mona-kim-moowon-craftsmanship-10128889/#comment-2024852602
https://disqus.com/by/migswd/
http://wwd.com/media-news/film-tv/
http://wwd.com/media-news/digital/mona-kim-moowon-craftsmanship-10128889/#comment-2024853319
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=Bo3BCPpZVVcqHO9TAb6iAgbALgY3Y_AcAAAAQASCZja4qOABYuYidyqIBYPv5_IKICrIBB3d3ZC5jb226AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQLaAUlodHRwOi8vd3dkLmNvbS9tZWRpYS1uZXdzL2RpZ2l0YWwvbW9uYS1raW0tbW9vd29uLWNyYWZ0c21hbnNoaXAtMTAxMjg4ODkvwAIC4AIA6gIiMzc4Mi9XV0RfQ00vcmlnaHRyYWlsX2IvbWVkaWEtbmV3c_gCgdIekAPIBpgD4AOoAwHIA5kE0ASQTuAEAZAGAaAGFNgHAQ&num=0&cid=5Gg5PA&sig=AOD64_1JO8fstkrzXwkAbgj3PpwXjCAiVg&client=ca-pub-3443721198679135&adurl=http://wwd.com/newsletters
http://www.wwd.com/rss?src=tn
http://wwd.com/media-news/digital/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BL7J6PpZVVdn4H9Kabu6HgfAPiYzY_AcAAAAQASCZja4qOABY0facyqIBYPv5_IKICrIBB3d3ZC5jb226AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQLaAUlodHRwOi8vd3dkLmNvbS9tZWRpYS1uZXdzL2RpZ2l0YWwvbW9uYS1raW0tbW9vd29uLWNyYWZ0c21hbnNoaXAtMTAxMjg4ODkvwAIC4AIA6gIiMzc4Mi9XV0RfQ00vcmlnaHRyYWlsX2EvbWVkaWEtbmV3c_gCgdIekAPIBpgD4AOoAwHIA5kE0ASQTuAEAZAGAaAGFNgHAQ&num=0&cid=5GilhA&sig=AOD64_2OytiSlrviVNQzpccV4uVhQh6gcQ&client=ca-pub-3443721198679135&adurl=http://wwd.com/newsletters&nm=4
http://wwd.com/media-news/digital/mona-kim-moowon-craftsmanship-10128889/#comment-2024852602
http://wwd.com/retail-news/real-estate/retail-mecca-milan-galleria-vittorio-emanuele-ii-10129159/
http://wwd.com/wwd-publications/wwd/2015-05-13-10127981/
http://wwd.com/media-news/digital/fashion-futures-awards-nominees-bfc-10128246/
http://wwd.com/wwd-publications/wwd/2015-05-13-10127981/
http://wwd.com/media-news/digital
http://wwd.com/media-news/advertising/video-key-verizon-aol-deal-10127805/

5/15/2015 Mona Kim Debuts Moowon Site to Draw Attention to Dying Craftsmanship |

With each story averaging about 200 visitors a day, Kim said she hopes to add at least
one new story a week through an expanding base of freelancers. In the early stages of
speaking with potential sponsors, she expects to align Moowon with one fashion or
design company that has a reputation of being dedicated to artisans.

A recent trip to India led her to feature a piece about Bhuj, once a city of extraordinary
beauty, where the Great Rann or “white desert” as it is known, is the largest seasonal
salt desert in the world. The area’s dusty roads are secret passageways to a vibrant
ecosystem of nomadic tribes, artisans and weavers who hum away behind traditional
looms working with indigo-dyed fabric.

Some of the site’s more striking imagery — and there is no shortage of that — appear
with an interview with James Suzman of Anthropos, who addresses how concepts of
time, technology, affluence and traditional crafts in relation to modernity help
outsiders better understand the San Bushmen of the Kalahari in southern Africa.

Not interested in what she described as a Travel & Leisure-type of take on these

underpublicized locales, Kim said she is aiming to help resuscitate these artistic

ecosystems by presenting them as purely as possible. “There are all these things that They Are Wearing: Frieze Art Fair

are still happening in the world that no one knows about,” she said, referring to the in New York

various crafts she features on her site. “It’s not necessarily a lifestyle but everything in

between. Perhaps we are trying to approach these subjects in a more honest way.” They Are Wearing: The
Venice Biennale

To that end, the site currently features a video depicting the ancient and rare craft of

Rogan art as practiced by a family in Nirona, India. Originating 300 years ago in

Persia, Rogan art uses such motifs as geometric flowers, peacocks and the tree of life, They Are Wearing:
which are meant to evoke a once-sublime culture and its understanding of beauty. Shanghai’s Central
Studios’

Anniversary Party

Those more interested in shopping than learning will find items like a necklace made
from natural white ostrich eggshells and green recycled glass beads or indigo-dyed T —
handwoven stoles made by weavers in India’s Vankar Vishram Valji.

Even the site’s name Moowon has a back story. In Chinese character, “MOOQO” signifies MUSTPOPULAR COMMENTED

“exuberant, luxuriant. thickly wooded”and “WON” signifies “garden, courtyard, field,
asteur,” Kim said. Reluctant as she was to share potential destinations, she said she . .
P P Style Setters: Slim Keith

will get to South Korea’s largest island Jeju-do, and France is “like a gold mine with all

these unknown guilds.” Kate Bosworth Launches Shoe
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